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Wednesday April 15, 2020, 1:30-2:00 pm
Laura Brown, Community & Economic Development Educator, University of Connecticut 

Extension

CLEAR 2020 Mini-Webinar Series
Communicating Trail Data through 

the Connecticut Trail Census



Statewide 
volunteer-based 
data collection & 

education program 
on multi-use trails

To encourage data 
informed 

decision-making & 
promote resident 

participation in trail 
monitoring & advocacy

www.cttrailcensus.uconn.edu
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2015-2016 Naugatuck River Greenway 
Economic Impact Study

Background

Little existing data for multi-use trails

Needed for user data on open trail sections

● IR Trail Counters / Intercept Surveys
● Focus Groups 

○ Business Owners
○ Trail Administrators
○ Health Professionals

“Wouldn’t it be great if we could collect this 
information statewide on a regular basis?”



STATEWIDE

VOLUNTEER - BASED

MULTI-YEAR

Urban, rural and suburban multi-use 
trails - 20 sites in 2019

Multi-year information about trail use, 
user demographics, economic 
impacts, and trail amenities 
Identification of patterns and trends

Active community participation  
Data informed decision-making
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www.cttrailcensus.uconn.edu

20 Participating Trail Sites



TRAFx Counters
Estimate uses and use patterns
24/7 permanent counters
Jan 1-Dec 31 data analysis
Calibrated with manual counts

Infrared Counters    





Calibrating the IR Counters: Manual Counts



Manual 
Count 
Instructions
Provided to 
Volunteers



Manual counts used to develop calibration factors 
and annual use estimates for each site



Finding the Data

www.cttrailcensus.uconn.edu



2019 Data Summary

IR Counters 
Recorded 1.74 

million uses 
annually across all 

trails





COVID-19 Trail Impact Report 
Trail 2019 2020 % Change 

Air Line Trail East Hampton 3709 9887 166.7%

CTFastrak Trail New Britain 3165 3031 -4.2%

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail Cheshire 5772 13001 125.4%

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail Hamden 3527 9771 177.0%

Farmington Canal Heritage Trail New Haven 6912 10760 55.7%

Hop River Trail Bolton 3078 9755 216.9%

Hop River Trail Vernon 5875 16297 177.4%

Naugatuck River Greenway Trail Derby 32336 37335 15.5%

Norwalk River Valley Trail Wilton 4705 11520 144.9%

Riverfront Recapture Trail East Hartford 3893 6784 74.3%

Riverfront Recapture Trail Hartford 5546 8578 54.%7

Shoreline Greenway Trail Madison 5199 11145 114.7%

Still River Greenway Brookfield 13414 24235 80.7%



COVID-19 Trail Impact Report 



COVID-19 Trail Impact Report 



Volunteer assessed 
Standardized paper survey
Why and how are trails used
Demographics, spending & health 

Intercept Surveys





Survey Data



Survey Data



Survey Data



“Our trail is already developed. However we 
use the data to continue to build support.”

“Used [CTTC trail use data] as part of town’s 
Branding Committee efforts to get 

more/better access to downtown from the 
trails.”

“We are using data to document need for 
visitor facilities

“We now have statistics supporting their use 
[and] to counter the ‘I never see anyone 

using the trails’ argument.”

Community Impacts



Next steps & Opportunities

● Statewide Trailfinder mapping project - DEEP & DOT 

● Funded research to Dr. Sohyun Park $90,000 on Trails and 
Community/Family Resilience

● Ongoing partnering with BikeWalkCT on community education 
programming

● Multi-State Colloquium on Bike/Ped Monitoring Best Practices



Visit us on the web: cttrailcensus.uconn.edu
or cttrailcensus@gmail.com

Thank you:
Laura Brown, Community & Economic 
Development Educator, 
University of Connecticut Extension
laura.brown@uconn.edu

Charles Tracy, Coordinator, 
Connecticut Trail Census
University of Connecticut Extension
charles.tracy@uconn.edu


